
Although I’ve gotten out fishing a fair number of times this year, I think June was my 
first real trout fishing trip of the year. I attended the “White Mountains Extravaganza” 
June 19-22 with about a dozen or so fellow members, and a great time was had by all.  
We did the “throw your chili in the community  pot” for Saturday night, but we did skip 
the crawfish boil since our crawfish experts were unable to make it this year.  We caught 
some decent fish out of Sunrise and Big Lakes, but several streams and lakes (Lee Valley 
included) are quite low and were not fishing well. The monsoon can’t get here soon 
enough! As an aside, I just heard that another major fire has started near Show Low/
Pinetop—another good reason for the monsoons to start as soon as possible.

     On Thursday June 26, the Gilbert Town Council unanimously approved a rule change for the Water Ranch 
to eliminate treble and barbed hooks, and to restrict bass and sunfish to catch and release. 11 members 
of the public (I think 8 of them were from DFC) spoke in favor of the proposed changes, no one spoke in 
opposition. If these rule changes are actively enforced, we might have ourselves a near-by quality fishery 
that we can use for outings and education events. I appreciate the work that Rod Buchanan put in to make 
this happen, as well as all of the efforts that many other club members made to show their support by send-
ing letters, attending meetings, and speaking to the council. (Complete report on pages 6 & 7 of this newsletter)
     Coming up on Saturday July 12 is the club outing to Boulder Cove on Canyon Lake.  Get there early (be-
fore dawn) and don’t forget your sun block, hydration supplies, and camera. We are going to have a great 
time. I personally like to target the bluegills and green sunfish, so I’m bringing my 3 wt, floating line, and a 
brace of size 14 rubber leg nymphs in multiple colors. (OK, mostly chartreuse.) Tom Horvath will have more 
details on this outing in this newsletter.
     I’ve got to really buckle down in the next couple of months and get ready for my big Alaska raft trip. I 
need to dehydrate food, tie flies, and build a replacement 8 wt rod for the one that jumped into the Colo-
rado River by Parker earlier in the year. A trout bum’s work is never done…….
Tight Lines, keep your powder dry, and zip up your tent door at  night. Those mice are sneaky. Very sneaky.
Joe
                               Catch me at: joseph.staller@freescale.com - or - joestaller@yahoo.com

O F F I C I A L  D E S E R T  F L Y  C A S T E R S  N E W S L E T T E R

Desert Fly Casters Supports 
BARBLESS HOOKS
 CATCH & RELEASE

Come along...Catch your Fishing Dreams with all  of us DFC TROUT BUMS!

JULY 2014

President's Drift                                                                                            Joe Staller  •  July  2014

JULY
Wednesday, 
July 9, 2014

Chit-Chat: 5:30 • Dinner: 6:30
Meeting/Guest Speaker: 7:00

  Elks Lodge
   1775 West Chandler Blvd.

Chandler, Arizona 85224

JULY DFC CLUB MEETING...
WEDNESDAY, JULY 9, 2014
JIM WALKER
Zane Grey Trout Unlimited Chapter President 
Jim Walker will share insights on TU activities 
in Arizona and across the US that relate to 
water conservation and cold water fisheries.  
Learn about the exciting projects that are 
underway in the Phoenix area and through-
out the state.
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OUTINGS
OUTINGS

September 18 - 21, 2014  September 18 - 21, 2014  
San JuanSan Juan

Keep this SAN JUAN date in mind...Plan for our annual DFC pilgrimage
with the rest of us Trout Bums...Ask questions...Talk among yourselves...

Mark it on the calendar...Post it on your bulletin board...
and, Plan to call in sick at work...Man-Up, keep Charlie up-to-date, 

if ya are goin'!

Any questions catch: Charlie Rosser at chasr123@cox.net.

NOTE: 3 nights lodging and 2 days guided fish-
ing with banquet Sat night.  Cost $600 includes 
lodging, guides, taxes and banquet gratuity.  
Final payment due by the Aug meeting. Fisheads 
cancellation policy is full refund if you cancel 
prior to 14 days (Sept 4th for our trip).

DFCDFC
20142014

OUTINGSOUTINGS
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OUTINGS
OUTINGS AUGUST 2014 DFC OUTINGAUGUST 2014 DFC OUTING

NOVEMBER 2014 DFC OUTINGNOVEMBER 2014 DFC OUTING

Lower Salt River Sunday August, 17 - meet at Phon D Sutton 6 AM 
launch at 7 AM finish at Granite Reef by 12:00 noon, lunch, stories, 
and stuff at the Deadmond home 8540 E Mc Dowell #14 Mesa, AZ.

Rocky Point Thursday November 13 - Tuesday November 18 - one of 
the best fish catching outings of the year!

Questions on either of these dates catch, me, Vince Deadmond at: vddeadmond@msn.com

Additional info to be mentioned at future club meetings and this newsletter!

Sometime I feel like a river
Calm and peaceful going with the flows of life
Full of beautiful and mysterious things
Very complex waiting for discovery
From others and myself

Sometimes I feel live a river
Polluted, angry, raging, uncaring
And unfeeling I feel like
Drowning myself! I feel like rising up
I am a tide of emotions, when I feel like a river

When I feel like a river
I want you to come in and explore
Something's my scare you
Some may delight and mystify you
But I need you to keep fishing
When I feel like a river 

Kendra Tyler

DFC Streamside Meanderings....DFC Streamside Meanderings....
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Origin of
Fly Fishing

EDUCATION BITS an' Stuff
. . .from Dick Brooks
Comments...Questions?? Catch me at: gdubby77@gmail.com

Fishing.  Take a rod and a line and throw it in some water.  Splash it around a bit and 
wait until something tugs.  If only it were that easy.  The truth is, fishing as a sport is 
not as easy as most people think and is a lot more complicated than just throwing your 
line in some water.  For starters there are several types of fishing depending on what 
kind of fish you want to catch.  For this article let's just focus on fly fishing and it's ori-
gin.
  Fly fishing goes all the way back to around 200 A.D.  The first reference to it was writ-
ten by Aelian who was born around 170 AD.  Early in his life he knew nothing of the 
sea.  In his early writing "On The Nature Of Animals" he writes about a certain way 
of catching fish supposedly invented by the Macedonians.  A particular fish that runs 
through the Astraeus River in Macedonia happens to feed on flies that are peculiar to 
that region.  These flies are not found anywhere else.  The natives of the land called this 
species of fly Hippouros.  These flies seek their food over the river are never very far 
away from the fish in the river below.  Because of this it is relatively easy for the fish to 
jump out of the water, catching the flies in their mouths and eating them.
  It is from seeing this that the Macedonian's got the idea to use these flies to catch the 
fish.  However, because it is unclean for their people to touch this species of fly they had 
to develop a way to catch the fish without actually handling the flies.  So what they did 
was fasten red wool around a hook.  They then fixed onto the wool two feathers which 
grow under a cock's wattles.  The rod they used was six feet long and the line was also 
the same length.  Then they threw the line in the directions of the flies.  The fish seeing 
this line which is disguised to look like the fly think they going to make a nice meal of 
are instead caught by the fisherman's trap.  Flyfishing was born.
  It should be pointed out that according to accounts of what the fly looked like and what 
the actual "bait" looked like it would seem that the Macedonians didn't try to imitate the 
fly exactly, as the fly color was yellow and the bait color was red.  Some speculation is 
that the fly changed color when near water but this was never proven.
  For those interested, the story above was taken from Radcliffe's "Fishing From The Ear-
liest Times," which was published in 1921.  This version of the story is the one most of-
ten printed with no credit  given to the original author.  Radcliffe himself states that he 
adapted this translation from "Lambert's Angling Literature in England" first published 
in 1881.  Prior to this there was a Latin translation which was printed in 1558.  This 
printing however wasn't discovered until 1834.
  So there it is...believe what you want but it sounds as authentic as any other fish story 
I've been told.

Project Healing Waters is in the works
Location to be The Links at Queen Creek
Mark your calendars for: Saturday, September 13, 2014
More details are to come...We'll look for volunteers & helpers from all 
of our DFC Trout Bums..Additionl information catch, Tom Horvath at:
602-768-7280 – Cell and/or mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com

DFCDFC
SPECIALSPECIAL

PLANSPLANS
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Fly Tying Corner
This month’s session will be on Tuesday. July 15th

Class will be at a Bass Pro. Classes start at 6:30. 
Please bring and common material. I will have deer hair. 

If time permits, we can tie a 3rd variation with a twisted yarn tail or can substitute foam hopper 
for one of these patterns below.  

July Flies of the Month
Al's Hopper
Hook: Light wire terrestrial hook. Size 4 to 
12.
Thread: Yellow or olive 
Tail: Elk hair, 
Body: Yellow polypropylene yarn.
Hackle: Brown saddle hackle, tied dry 
palmer style.
Rib: Copper wire.
Wing: Tan elk hair.

Henry's Fork Hopper
Hook: Light wire terrestrial hook. 
Tiemco 2302 or equivalent. Size: 4 
to 14.
Thread: Yellow 3/0 
Tail: Elk or deer hair, folded over to 
create a rounded tail.
Under Body: Yellow thread or yarn.

Over Body: Hair, the same hair used to make the tail.
Hackle: None.
Rib: Copper wire.
Under Wing: Tan elk hair, tied sparse.
Over Wing: Grouse feather, treated with flexible cement. 
(Traditionally a piece of turkey wing feather.)
Legs: Yellow, multi-colored, black or white rubber hackle material.

Hoppers make a great strike indicator. Tie an emerger or nymph off the eye or curve of hook (your 
preference). Open your loop a bit when casting to avoid tangles.

Got questions??? Catch me, Bob Harrison at: Harrn7963@aol.com
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Gilbert Approves Intergovernmental Agreement with Arizona Game 
and Fish to Help Birds, Anglers and the Community Fishing Program 

At their Town Council meeting last Thursday evening (6-27), the Gilbert Town Council unanimously approved an 
intergovernmental agreement with Arizona Game and Fish (AZG&F) to expand the Community Fishing Program to 
three additional locations and looks to offer at least four major benefits. 
The plan, originally proposed by Rod Buchanan, the Parks and Recreation Director, was developed to ban the use of 
barbed hooks and treble hooks and allow only single barbless hooks at the Water Ranch Lake, to adopt a “catch and 
release” rule for bluegill and bass in that same lake, and  to expand the stocking of fish by Arizona Game and Fish 
(AZG&F) to an additional three other Gilbert lakes and ponds. 
The main focus of barbless hooks at Water Ranch Lake is to reduce injury and death to birds, some endangered, and 
to help preserve other riparian wildlife. The “catch and release” philosophy is an established, if not controversial, con-
servation practice. In this instance, it will be in effect for bass and bluegill only.  Other species will follow the existing 
rules with no changes.  
The week previous, Mr. Buchanan spoke to a group of fly fishers and disabled veterans at a meeting of the Phoenix 
Healing Waters Fly Fishing (PHWFF) group at the All Saints Lutheran Church in north Phoenix. He said that the 
proposal addresses three primary issues.  
The first issue is the injuries and deaths of many birds in the 110-acre Gilbert Riparian Preserve next to the five-acre 
Water Ranch Lake. There are at least 290 species of birds identified there, some on the endangered species list.  
Their injuries are caused in some cases by being hooked by barbed hooks, which are nearly impossible to remove. 
Injury often leads to death for these helpless birds and other wildlife.  
The second issue is to spread the AZG&F stocking program around to three additional lakes and ponds at Discovery, 
Freestone, and McQueen parks, giving more residents a chance to enjoy angling throughout the Town. There are also 
plans to have additional stockings, from 20 to 25 stockings per year of trout and catfish, and one stocking of bass and 
bluegill per year. 
The third issue is a priority listed in the recently approved Parks and Recreation Master Plan, where it was noted that 
Urban Fishing was listed as the number one recreational activity in which  Gilbert residents participate. But in one in-
stance last October, AZG&F stocked Water Ranch Lake with fish for a special one-day weekend fishing event for kids. 
By the time Saturday came around, the lake was fished out -- over 100 kids did not catch any fish that day. Anglers had 
fished and harvested nearly all the stocked fish from the lake in less than 48 hours of it being stocked, leaving few if 
any fish for the kids to catch. This proposal addresses such issues by providing a year-round fishery for all residents 
and visitors to enjoy. 
This agreement approved by the Gilbert Town Council will:
1)- Certainly please the National Audubon Society, local animal rescue groups, the Arizona Land and Water Trust 
(a statewide organization), and bird watchers who come from all over the country to explore the Gilbert Riparian 
Preserve at Water Ranch area and look for their favorite birds. 
2)- Immediately help reduce unnecessary injuries and deaths to wildlife from barbed hooks or barbed treble hooks. 
3)- Create the first consistent high-quality year-round community fishing area in Arizona. 
4)- Help foster, within a few seasons, trophy-sized fish that could be caught on a regular basis for anglers to enjoy 
year after year.
5)- Continue offering their residents and others with a valid fishing license the pleasure of fishing just as they always 
have in four lakes and ponds, instead of one, that will be stocked 25 times per year with trout and catfish. Stocking 
fish in other ponds also gives many other residents a chance to fish close to their homes.
6)- The “catch and release” aspect of this program is also a first for AZG&F within its Community Fishing (formerly 
the Urban Fishing) Program. If it is successful it could be expanded to other metropolitan areas throughout Ari-
zona.
7)- And, the local the Phoenix Healing Waters Fly Fishing group hopes to enjoy fishing on some local waters. Being 
able to catch quality fish in Gilbert would be both convenient and fun for everyone. 
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Okay, there are at least seven major benefits, not just four.  
A Few Fun Facts:
Did you know that you may use your float tube while fishing on Water Ranch Lake?  
The Gilbert Riparian Preserve is:
1)- over 100 acres with over 4 miles of pathways and trails, and the Lake is five acres; 
2)- a treated wastewater demonstration project. Treated wastewater is pumped into recharge ponds where it 
percolates several hundred feet below the surface for several years to an underground aquifer. Water taken 
from this source provides clean water for Water Ranch Lake, and is completely potable, to demonstrate the 
entire cycle. 
3)- listed as an “Important Birding Area” by the National  Audubon Society
* NOTE: Rod Buchanan is an avid fly fisherman and a member of the Desert Fly Casters (Trout Bums) in Chandler, AZ.
This article was written by Jan Kaneyuki and Michael Stewart. Jan and Michael are members of the Desert 
Fly Casters (DFC) and the Arizona Fly Casters (AFC). Michael is also a board member of: the Arizona Fly 
Casters (AFC), the Zane Grey Chapter of Trout Unlimited (ZGTU), and the Arizona Sportsmen for Wildlife 
Conservation (AZSFWC).

Watching a beginner juggle their first fish would be comical if wasn’t so deadly to the fish.  Han-
dling fish properly protects you and the fish.  Some fish have sharp fins or teeth that can cut you if 
you don’t hold them correctly.  Different species of fish need to be handled different ways.  After 
handling a few fish you will get better at it.
If you are planning to reintroduce yourself to some fish this summer I hope you use some good 
practices for handling fish.  Many fishermen are now into catch and release fishing, and we want 
those released fish to survive.  Just like learning to cast the fly there are some tricks to handling 
fish.  Here are some suggestions on releasing fish that will improve their survival.
1)- Use barbless hooks, this is less stressful on the fish, and the hooks are easier to back out from 
you and the fish.  Use forceps or needle nose pliers to grasp the hook of deeply hooked fish.
2)- Use a large enough rod and tippet to aggressively land the fish, an over played fish is less likely 
to survive after the release.
3)- Leave the fish in the water, remove hook without touching the fish.  If you net the fish use a 
good quality rubber net, and wet your hands before removing the fish from the water for a quick 
photo.  Get the camera and the photo arrangement ready before you remove the fish.  Have the 
fish out of water about as long as you can hold your breath.
4)- Return fish quickly to the water, hold fish in upright position until the fish is able to swim 
away.  Some fish may need CPR, gently pull and push the fish to swish water over the gills to revive 
it.  Don’t over squeeze the fish while holding it, this can damage internal organs, and avoid beach-
ing the fish, this removes the protective slime from the fish.
5)- Take care not to injure eyes, mouth, or gills, when you plan to release the fish.  A horizontal 
position with support at the belly and griping the tail is less like to damage the fish.
6)- Fish are slippery and don’t do well when dropped on their head, try not to juggle fish.  The less 
they are handled the better.
With summer temperatures in the triple digits many people plan to fish at night or possibly es-
cape to the cooler Rim or the White Mountains.  All of these options are good to get you outside 
and reset your personal thermometer.  Hope to see you on the water soon.  Vince Deadmond The 
fly Fishing Hardware Guy can be reached at Best Hardware 237 N Apache Trail Apache Junction, 
AZ vince@ajbest.com and 480 982 7461.

JUGGLING 
FISH   
by Vince Deadmond
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See ya Wednesday...

July 9, 2014

Saturday, July 12, 2014 
 Boulder Cove Canyon Lake

Host: Tom Horvath at: mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com

Sunday, August 17, 2014
Lower Salt River

Meet at Phon D Sutton 6 AM launch at 7 AM finish at Granite Reef 
by 12:00 noon, lunch, stories, and stuff at the 

Deadmond home 8540 E Mc Dowell #14 Mesa, AZ
Questions?? Catch me at:  vince@ajbest.com and 480 982 7461.

September 18 - 21, 2014  
San Juan

More details to come.
Any questions catch: Charlie Rosser at chasr123@cox.net.


